Design for safe and healthy communities:
the Matrix of Like Design Considerations

Planners are asked to consider a range of guidelines that impact on health, safety and access, often in isolation from each other. The
following ‘Matrix of Like Design Considerations’ is a practical tool that can be used to demonstrate the synergies between the different
guidelines that influence built environment design. While the Matrix can be used to aid design, it is also important to consider every
situation in context.

The Matrix supports an integrated approach to planning healthy and safe communities and provides practical guidance to planners,
helping them to synthesise a range of design considerations.This tool provides value-added design outcomes. For example, if physical
activity is the main design consideration applied, the Matrix helps to achieve benefits in several other areas, at no additional cost.
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